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Although Staphylococcus aureus, Neisseria gonorrhoeae, and other bacteria are the most common causes

of infectious arthritis, various mycobacteria, spirochetes, fungi, and viruses also infect joints (Table 125-1).
Since acute bacterial infection can destroy articular cartilage rapidly, all inflamed joints must be evaluated
without delay to exclude noninfectious processes and determine appropriate antimicrobial therapy and
drainage procedures. For more detailed information on infectious arthritis caused by specific organisms,

the reader is referred to the chapters on those organisms.
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TABLE 125-1

Differential Diagnosis of Arthritis Syndromes
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TABLE 125-1
Differential Diagnosis of Arthritis Syndromes
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